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2nd Grade

Important Information

2012-2013
Teachers: Mrs. Heintskill, Mrs. Lameris, and Mrs. McKenna
Take Home Folders
“Take Home Folder” will go home daily.  A reading log will be inside.  Please check your child’s folder nightly and return it to school daily.  If your child fails to bring the folder to school they will lose time during their recess.  

Homework Policy
Your child will have homework almost daily since the reading log is considered homework.  However, your child will be given additional assignments as needed.  
· Homework is very important as it helps students develop the character traits of responsibility, cooperation, and perseverance.  

· Teachers assign homework as a way to give the student additional necessary practice in order to apply and master an important skill.

· Homework is NEVER given as busywork.

· Students are expected to turn in homework on the due date.

Assignment Grading

All assignments and homework run on a 4-day grading process:

	Day
	Credit

	Day 1 – Turned in on due date
	100% credit

	Day 2 – One day late
	75% credit

	Day 3 – Two days late
	50% credit

	Day 4 – Three days late 
	25% credit

	Day 5  - Not turned in
	No credit


· 25% per day will be deducted from the total points possible for late work. 

· Students will lose recess each day until assignments/homework is turned in.  

· Parents may be called or e-mailed during this time 
PowerSchool

Parents may monitor student progress through the internet.  All assignment grades, behavior grades, and teacher comments are entered into PowerSchool each week.  You will find this link on the school website (wma-es.com) under “Parent Portal.”  You should have received a user name and password in order to log in.  If you have not received this information, please contact the office.

Student-Teacher-Parent Communication

We hope to communicate with parents as much as possible during the year.  We welcome your opinions, ideas, and participation and want to work together as a team for your child.

Please keep in mind that we may have substitute teachers in the classroom.  We will try to get back with you as promptly as possible upon our return.

Methods of communication:

Phone/Voice Mail – Parents may call teachers from 7:30-7:45am and after 3:30 each day.  You may leave a voice mail message at any time and the teacher will return your call as soon as possible. School phone number is (616) 791-7454.

E-mail – This is the quickest way to communicate with us as we check our email frequently.  We are also able to update parents on special events, assignments, etc. using this method.

Our e-mail addresses are:



Mrs. Heintskill:  jessicaheintskill@choiceschools.com


Mrs. Lameris:  sarahlameris@choiceschools.com


Mrs. McKenna:  rachelmckenna@choiceschools.com
WMAES and Teacher websites – WMAES has general information on its website.  Teachers have set up individual web pages for parents and students to access during the year that will announce field trips, major projects, and important information for 2nd grade.

The school website is: wma-es.com then click on the “Homework Links” 

Mrs. Heintskill and Mrs. Lameris:  lamerisheintskill.yolasite.com
Mrs. McKenna:  In Progress- This will be coming soon! (
Progress Reports, Report Cards, and Conferences – We run on a trimester schedule and will hold conferences three times during the year.  Conferences are a short, 10 minute opportunity to review your child’s academic and behavioral progress on a face-to-face basis.  Students are welcome and encouraged to attend with their parent(s). Progress reports are sent home a week prior to conferences, and report cards are sent home at the end of each trimester.  

Dates for conferences:

· October 18 and 22
· January 24 and 28
· April 25 and 29
Discipline

Academic achievement of EVERY student is our main goal at WMAES, as is the safety of your child(ren).  In order for the classroom to achieve these goals, each class and the school as a whole have implemented a Behavior/Discipline program to keep disruptive and unsafe behaviors out of the classroom and off our campus, as well as to teach students responsibility for their actions.

Classroom discipline is based on a daily 4 point system.  Each student will begin their day with 4 points.  With each behavior infraction, the points will be lowered.  Points will be recorded in the classroom at the end of each day which will translate into a weekly grade in PowerSchool.
Student Expectations

Students are expected to be respectful to others, cooperative, on task and prepared for class with the proper materials, on time, follow directions, and behave appropriately in the halls, bathrooms, and lunch.

 Students may receive a consequence for the following reasons:

· Being unprepared for class (not bringing pencil, materials)

· Talking during instruction

· Displaying a disrespectful attitude

· Displaying bullying behavior

· Not on task in class

· Not following directions

· Inappropriate hallway/lunchroom/specials behavior

Parent Expectations
· Ask your child how his/her day went each day

· Have a conversation with your child about how he/she did that week, any improvements in behavior and responsibility he/she could make, and offer encouragement for the next week.

· Work with WMAES staff and your child as a team to help your child make positive choices at home and at school

· Monitor student’s progress on PowerSchool

Teacher Expectations
· Demonstrate and model appropriate behaviors during first week of school
· Reinforce positive behavior and “coach” students to make positive decisions

· Communicate with parents with and any necessary disciplinary action
· Track daily behavior in the classroom
· Enter behavior grades into PowerSchool

Disciplinary Actions

Students will face consequences for their actions.  The following are a list of possible consequence that may be administered:

· Student will be removed from the classroom immediately if he/she causes disruption to instruction.
· Parent notification by teacher via phone call or e-mail.
· Student Responsibility Center visit (reflection and meeting with principal).  Parent will be notified within 24 hours of SRC visit.  SRC visits are recorded in student’s permanent file.

· If student is sent to SRC twice in one day, he/she will be sent home for the rest of the day.

· A behavior plan/contract may be developed to improve student behavioral or academic progress.
· Possible detention or suspension based on severity of behavior determined by principal.
Parent Involvement
We encourage you to be involved in your child’s academic experience this year!  We have opportunities to help out in the classroom, work behind the scenes (making copies, etc.), and field trips.  Please let your child’s teacher know if you would be interested in volunteering.

Field Trips

During the year, we may have field trips planned and need parents to provide transportation.  Without your help, field trips wouldn’t be possible.  In order to be a parent driver/chaperone/volunteer, you must have a background check prior to the field trip.  Proper forms will be provided to you and the background checks will go through the office.

2nd Grade Trips:  TBD- Information will be sent home as trips are scheduled

Parent Involvement Information

Student Name:  ______________________________________

Parent Name:  _______________________________________

E-mail address:  _____________________________________

Phone numbers:
Home:  _________________________




Work:  _________________________




Cell:    _________________________

Occupations

Mother  _______________________________________________________

Father  _______________________________________________________

I can help out in the following areas (check all that apply):

_____ Assist with recess in the morning from 7:30-7:50 a.m.

_____ Help with class parties


_____ supply treats

_____ lead an activity
_____ Drive (as needed) and chaperone field trips

_____ Make copies for teachers

_____ Help in the classroom with reading or other areas

Best day(s) and times(s) to help at school:

Other comments or suggestions?

